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A COLONIAL ROOM MEMORIAL TO MISS ANNA PHILLIPS 

STEVENSON 

Mrs. Frederick Thurston Mason's old -colonial memorial room, erected at 
the Pennsylvania Museum, Memorial Hall, in commemoration of her sister. 
Miss Anna P. Stevenson, is now approaching completion. Mrs. Mason has 
gathered together some of the furniture which cam.e to her share in the division 
of her late sister's possessions, and has been picking up from time to time since 
her death good pieces of genuine age to complete the room. Thus she has 
furnished an old fashioned apartment, the quaint charm of which is most rest- 
fully attractive and the result is decidedly pleasing — if one may judge by the 
attention it attracts from the hundreds of daily visitors to the Museum. 

Mrs. Mason is still looking for certain adjuncts to a colonial room which 
doubtless will be found in the course of time, but to all intents and purposes 
she has completed her labor of love. 

Miss Stevenson was much attached to the old American furnishings, ball 
and claw furniture and all the accessories of a house in Colonial times, and 
the memorial is a most appropriate one. 

S. Y. S. 



CAST IRON STOVES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GERMANS 

The art of casting decorated iron stoves and stove plates was brought to 
America by German settlers in the first quarter of the eighteenth century. 
The earliest example which has thus far been found in the Pennsylvania- 
German districts bears the date of 1726. 

As announced in the previous issue of the Bulletin, the Museum series 
of stove plates has recently been increased by eleven rare examples, all new to 
the collection, the gift of Mr. John T. Morris. At this most opportune 
moment, an exhaustive study of these castings, by Mr. Henry C. Mercer, 
has appeared, under the title of ''The Bible in Iron, or The Pictured Stoves 
and Stove Plates of the Pennsylvania-Germans," and since the majority of the 
identical examples presented by Mr. Morris are figured and described in this 
work, we cannot do better than quote at length from the author's descriptions 
of the more important of these designs. 

Saint George and the Dragon 

Front plate of a Jamb Stove. Size, W. 2\}4 x H. 23. 

Saint George on horseback, in a nondescript flowing costume, rides against 
the open-mouthed dragon, as he pierces him with a long lance held in his right 
hand. The date 1746 fills the sky to the left, and upon a hill on the back- 
ground to the right rise the trees of a forest, where upon a leafless branch, a 
bird is perched. 
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Saint George and the Dragon 



The picture without decorative 
framework or canopy fills the whole 
upper panel, but the inscription 
below, originally in three lines, seems 
to have been mutilated by some 
person who, by boring a series of 
holes through the iron, has con- 
trived to break off the entire bottom 
of the margin, and with it the third 
line of the legend, unfortunately 
leaving us with two lines only and 
the words 

DER. STARCKE. RITER. 
lORG. DEN. TODTEN. 

Shearwell Furnace Plate 

Right plate. Size, about H. 
23 X W. 24. 

It has been known that there 
was an old furnace, known as Oley 
Furnace, near the town of Oley, 
Berks County, Pa., owned by Chris- 
tian Sower and Jacob Weiner, and 

built, according to a date stone from the furnace stack, now (1913) at the 

Berks County Historical Society, in 1772, after the abandonment of decorated 

stoves. But that an earlier 

furnace called Shearwell, built 

between 1744 and 1760, and 

still in blast in 1782, stood 

near the former upon the same 

property, was not known until 

Mr. B. F. Owen proved the 

fact, not only by title-deeds, 

but by discovering a replica 

of this interesting old plate. 
Benedict Swoop e was part 

owner with Dietrich (Dieter) 

Welckcr in 1760. 

The Man on Horseback 

Right plate of Jamb Stove. 
Size, W. 20y2 X H. 23>^. 

Under a vaulted canopy 
filled in with a large rococo 
scroll, a man with a broad- 
brimmed hat, and probably 




Plate from Shearwell Furnace 
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Probably from the Berkshire Furnace 



holding a staff or sword, on horse- 
back. Below in a small medallion 
the date 1756. 

(Note. — Mr. Mercer favors the supposition 
that this plate was made by William Bird at the 
Berkshire Furnace, in Berks County, Pa., since a 
front plate embellished with the same device has 
been discovered which bears m addition, above the 
date, the initials W.B. Some believe that the man 
in Quaker garb is intended to represent William 
Penn.) 

The Four Horsemen 

Left plate of Jamb Stove. Size, 
W. 24 X H. 22>^. 

Three angels flying in mid-air 
direct or inspire two pairs of horse- 
men, in the dress of about 1750, as 
they ride toward each other across 
a waved foothold, converging into 
a central hollow. 

The plate bears no date or in- 
scription, but is divided as usual 
into two panels, in the lower of 
which the large blank date medal- 
lion shows cross cuts upon its in- 
cluded surface, as of the impressions of a wooden mould roughed for the 
insertion of the inscription, carved or otherwise made in a loose piece, 

and here intended to be set on 
with glue, mastic or plaster of 
Paris. 

Samson and Delilah 

Right plate. Size, H. 
24X X W. 24^. 

Two corbels and a smooth 
central column support the 
double canopy with under- 
hanging horizontal curtains. 
Beneath the right arch, Sam- 
son carries the left wing of a 
vault door cross-marked with 
two heavy strap hinges (The 
Gate of Gaza) , while under the 
left vault, a figure (again 
Samson) reclines on the lap 
of a woman, seated on a chair, 
the back of which ends in a 
knob. A male figure ap- 




The Four Horsemen 
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Samson and Delilah 



proaches from the left, with 
extended arms, probably hold- 
ing scissors, or a razor, as if 
about to cut the strong man's 
hair. Heavy foliate scrolls 
fill the background to the right 
and left, and the lower panel, 
divided into three horizontal 
bands, is filled with the in- 
scription : 

ALS. ENDLICH. DELILA. WUST. 

SIMSONS. KRAFT. ZU. ZWINGEN. 

LIES. SIE. AUF. IHREM. 

SCHOS. IHN. UM. DESELBE. 

BRINGEN. DAS. B. RICHTER. 16. 

''When at last Delilah 
learned how to overcome Sam- 
son's strength, she brought 
him to it on her lap." The 
Book of Judges, 16. 



The Dance of Death 

In addition to the gift of Mr. Morris, the Museum has acquired by 
purchase a complete five-plate stove, or jamb stove, decorated on each side 
with the Todtentanz, or Dance of Death pattern, and front plate bearing a 
conventional floral and scrolled de- 
sign above the date 1749. Beneath 
the figure scene on each side is the 
inscription : 

HIR FEIT MIT MIR DER BITER TOT 
ER BRINGT MICH IN TOTS NO (nOTH). 

* ' Here fights with me the bitter death 
He brings me in death's agony." 

Five-plate stoves have two sides, 
a top and bottom and front,, but 
are open at the back where they 
commtmicated with the jamb or 
chimney. Entire stoves of this sort 
are now exceedingly rare. The 
Museum collection of stove plates 
and stoves from southeastern Penn- 
sylvania is now one of the most 




Five-Plate Jamb Stove 
"The Dance of Death" 
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representative, and abundantly illustrates 
the products of the furnaces of the 
eighteenth century. 

Mr. Mercer's book is the most com- 
plete and valuable contribution to the 
early history of iron work in the United 
States which has yet appeared. Copies 
may be obtained from The Bucks County 
Historical Society, Doylestown, Pa. 

E. A. B. 



ETRUSCAN ANTEFIX AND BUC- 

CHERO KANTHAROS FROM 

THE FRANCIS T. SULLY 

DARLEY BEQUEST 

Among the objects of art bequeathed 
by Mr. Francis T. Sully Darley to the 
Pennsylvania Museum and School of Indus- 
trial Art, which is a residuary legatee under 
his will, are a number of pieces of Etruscan 





Kantharos of Bucchero Ware. Etruscan 

Relief Decoration of Winged Sphinxes 

Darley Bequest 



Antefix. Etruscan 
Darley Bequest 

pottery. Among these the 
antefix, probably from Cor- 
neto or thereabouts where 
Greek art in the fourth and 
third centuries B.C. wielded 
strongest influence. It is a 
fine head, well modeled and 
of strong character. Slight 
traces of color remain. 

Another piece, a Kan- 
tharos of bucchero ware, is 
also an excellent specimen 
of the type and exhibits 
the features that have led 
scholars to attribute buc- 
chero ware to a desire on 
the part of the potters to 
imitate metal ware imported 
from the East. This appears 
especially in the treatment 
of the handles, while the 
winged Sphinxes procession- 
ally disposed on the body 



